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Sustainability Policy  

St. Mary’s Secondary School, Newport, is a Voluntary Catholic Secondary School under the 

Trusteeship and the Patronage of C.E.I ST. (Catholic Schools, An Irish Schools Trust). The 

School is grant aided by the Department of Education & Skills, and is a co-educational 

school.  

School Management: The Board of Management of St. Mary’s Secondary School is a 

statutory Board, appointed pursuant to the provisions of the Education Act 1998.  

Mission Statement: 

St. Mary’s Secondary School, Newport operates as a Catholic co-educational Secondary 

School, to provide teaching and learning of the highest quality for the benefit of the 

community which it serves. 

In pursuing this mission we aim: 

• To provide a quality educational experience that caters for the full range of academic 

aptitude and abilities. 

• To foster the intellectual, physical, social, cultural, moral and religious development of our 

students. 

• To enable pupils to achieve their full potential academically. 

• To promote the Catholic ethos and faith. 

• To cater for the needs of the local community in so far as ethos, resources and facilities 

permit. 

Ethos:  As a CEIST school, St. Mary’s seeks to promote the five key elements of the CEIST 

charter. 

Promoting Spiritual and Human Development. 

Achieving Quality in Teaching and Learning. 

Showing Respect for Every Person.  

Creating Community.  

Being Just and Responsible. 

 

Rationale 



 

2 

 

                                                    St. Mary’s Secondary SchoolSt. Mary’s Secondary SchoolSt. Mary’s Secondary SchoolSt. Mary’s Secondary School 
Convent of Mercy, Newport, Co. Tipperary, V94 RY18 

Telephone 061-378344  Email: admin@stmarysnewport.ie 
www.stmarysnewport.com 

Registered Charity Number: 20148379 

In St. Mary’s Secondary School, Newport, we are greatly concerned about environmental 

issues.  The ‘Green Code’ in our school is the manner in which we provide a pathway for 

fostering environmental awareness among all members of our school community, and with 

a link to many curriculum areas. 

 

Aims and Objectives 

Here at St. Mary’s Secondary School, Newport, we strive to 

• Understand the impact of our actions, and the actions of others, on the 

environment. 

• Explore how we can improve and enhance our environment for future generations, 

through energy conservation, waste reduction, composting, recycling and reuse. 

• Raise awareness of the impact of air, water, waste and litter pollution on both rural 

and urban environments. 

• Develop an understanding of conservation among all members of our school 

community. 

• Inculcate in our students responsible ownership of the classroom and the school 

environment. 

• Enable students to live as informed and caring members of our school, local national, 

European and global communities. 

• Help students acquire skills through explanation, investigation and hands on 

experiences, which will enable them to care for the environment in such a way that 

has a long term positive impact. 

• Encourage students to become involved in school leadership through membership of 

the Green Schools Committee. 

• Ensure that a proper infrastructure is in place in St. Mary’s Secondary School, in 

order to successfully implement this sustainability policy 

 

Long Implementation of Sustainability: Legislation 

 
The key document that informs this policy, “Education for Sustainable Development to 2030 

(ESD to 2030)”, clearly outlines the role that the Education Sector will play in solving the 

local, national and global environmental challenges we face. ESD to 2030, is the Second 

National Strategy on Education for Sustainable Development, jointly developed by the 

Department of Education (DoE) and Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, 

Innovation and Science (DFHERIS), in consultation with key stakeholders. ESD is also 

element of the United Nation’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (SDGs) for 
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people, planet, peace, prosperity and partnerships. Ireland played a central role in the 

development of the 17 SDGs, which were adopted in September 2015 by all UN Member 

States. SDG 4, Access to Quality Education, is a core principle of the UN. 

 

There are 5 key principles contained in ESD to 2030. These are:  

 

1. Advancing policy: ESD is embedded in education and other relevant policies and 

frameworks as part of a lifelong learning approach. 

2. Transforming Learning Environments: Learners have opportunities to acquire the 

knowledge, skills, values and dispositions needed to promote sustainable 

development and to experience sustainable development in action through a whole 

of institution approach to ESD. 

3. Building Capacities of Educators: Educators have opportunities to develop 

capacities to foster societal transformation for a sustainable future, with ESD 

integrated into the offerings of education and training providers. 

4. Empowering and Mobilising Young People: The strategy and action plan 

recognises young people as key contributors to our sustainable future. We commit 

to ensuring that our young people are included in the design, delivery and 

monitoring of policies and programmes on ESD.  

5. Accelerating Local Level actions: Enhanced collaboration exists between 

education providers, local authorities, local communities, civil society organisations 

and enterprise in ESD as part of lifelong learning, towards achieving sustainability at 

a local level. 

 
These will be the core principles that guide the actions contained in this and future 

sustainable policies of St. Mary’s Secondary School.  ESD to 2030 will be a key consideration 

in many decision making processes. 

 

 

 

 

Long term goals in St. Mary’s Secondary School 
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• To achieve full segregation of the recycling and waste bins 

• To greatly reduce the use of plastics in St. Mary’s Secondary School 

• To decrease the amount of waste generated in St. Mary’s Secondary School 

• To encourage our students to take responsibility for their own future.  

• To engage with outside agencies such as An Taisce, NGOs (e.g. Self Help Africa, 

Trocaire etc.)  

• To partake in annual initiatives such as Climate Action week, International Earth 

Hour, Walk for Water and National Spring Clean.  

• To invite local and national guest speakers to speak on environmental issues 

• To produce organic vegetables through the use of our school polytunnel 

• To reduce the overall waste produced by our school community, in all its forms 

(energy, water, food, plastic etc.) 

• To work in partnership with Birdhill & Newport tidy towns, and the annual Birdhill 

outdoor Art exhibition experience. 

• To engage in ongoing CPD on the topic of sustainability and the environment. 

• To include environmental issues more in school assemblies 

 
 

Action Plan Timeline of achievements to date 

Actions Achievement Milestone Persons Responsible 

WEE Battery recycling 2012 Staff led initiative 

Bike to work scheme incentive 2014 Government led 

incentive 
Adopted by some staff 

Bike rack outside of school 2017 School Management 
County Council 

Switching our Student reports from 

paper to digital format (VSware) 
2017 Administration staff 

Installation of drinking water dispenser 2018 School Management 
CSPE Department 

Greenschools Litter and Waste flag awarded in 2019 Green Team 
School Management 
Caretaker 
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Photocopy on both sides campaign 2019 All staff 

Sensor lighting throughout the 

school 
2020 School Management 

Development of Outside 

courtyard space for the use of 

Senior students 

2020 – (as a response to 

COVID 19 social 

distancing) 

Wellbeing Committee 

Establish a Green Team, Staff & 

 Students 

2021 AP11 Post Holder - 

Sustainability 

Move to iPad use instead of 

textbooks (optional) 

September 2021 School Management 

Awareness campaign and Week 

of events 

Spring 2021 
(Annual event) 

Green Team 

Eco Friendly Cleaning products 

in Home Ec department and 

general school use 

2021 Home Ec. Department 
 

Minimise Food Waste 
by composting 

April 2021 Green Team 
School Management 
Caretaker 

Lost & Found and second hand Book 

and Uniform Drive 

2022 Sustainability 

committee 
Sustainability 

Coordinator 

Use of compostable cutlery in school 

canteen 

2022 School Management 
Canteen suppliers 

Green-schools Water flag Application 2023 Green Team 
School Management 

Sustainability Policy development 2023 Sustainability 

Coordinator 
Policy Coordinator 
School Management 
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Polytunnel installed 
(Horticulture education) 

September 2023 Science Department 
School Management 

Vegetable Patch April 2023 Science Department 
School Management 

Installation of rain harvester 
 

February 2024 Green Team 

committee 

Increase Recycling Ongoing All staff 

Inspection for  Green-schools Water 

flag 

27th February 2024 Catherine Broderick, 

Green-schools officer 

Green-Schools Water Flag awarded 22
nd

 April, 2024 Green-schools Ireland 

 

 

Roles and Responsibilities  

The Board of Management, in ratifying this policy, demonstrates its commitment to the 

school’s Sustainability Policy. The Board of Management is also committed to promoting 

sustainability in school development projects. The Board of Management supports and 

encourages the work of the Green-Schools and Sustainability Committees in the school.  

• Management will facilitate and encourage, where possible, Green-School and 

Sustainability initiatives that are in line with the Sustainability Policy.  

• Students are expected to engage willingly with this Sustainability Policy in 

recognition that they have a vital role to play in preserving and protecting their 

environment.  

• Staff are expected to lead by example and to promote this Sustainability Policy. They 

will incorporate sustainability into school and class environments. They will endeavor 

to promote sustainability through correct use of facilities.  

• Parents/guardians are expected to support the principles of the school’s 

Sustainability Policy and to encourage their children to act in a manner that 

demonstrates an awareness of the importance of sustainability for us all.  

• The Green-Schools Committee will continue to promote student voice in 

implementing this Sustainability Policy. 
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Sustainable Development Goals and the Curriculum 
 

Ireland’s National Strategy on Education for Sustainable Development (2014-2020) 

aims to ensure that our education system contributes to sustainable development by 

equipping learners with the relevant knowledge that will motivate and empower 

them throughout their lives to become informed active citizens who take action for a 

more sustainable future.  

The Department of Education is committed to contributing to the national effort to 

implement the United Nations’ 17 Sustainable Development Goals and sees Education for 

Sustainable Development (ESD) as key to achieving these. Over the lifetime of this 

Statement of Strategy the  department will contribute to the achievement of the SDGs to 

ensure inclusive and equitable  quality education and promote lifelong learning 

opportunities for all” through the SDG National  Implementation Plan.  

St. Mary’s Secondary School is committed to embedding the SDGs into curriculum 

planning across all departments throughout the school. We aim to provide pupils with 

knowledge, skills and understanding in biodiversity and sustainability, by embedding the 

topics within many areas of our curriculum. Individual department curriculums will outline 

how the topics are embedded into their units of learning, and this will be reviewed by 

subject departments, and the green team coordinator annually. 

 

Timetable for Review  

While reviewing this policy, due consideration has been given to all aspects of the wellbeing 

of students at St. Mary’s Secondary School, Newport, and particularly to the Wellbeing 

Policy Statement and framework for practice (2018 – 2025), which recognises the unique 

position of schools in promoting the wellbeing of students. 

The Sustainability Policy will be reviewed as the need arises, and/or every three years.  The 

next review is scheduled for 2027. 
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Policy development team: Ms F. McGauley, Ms. E. Mullally, Mr. R. Leamy, Ms. L. Coyle 

 
Relevant dates for this policy: 

Policy development by team: October, November, 2023 
Consultation with Policy Coordinator: 9

th
 November, 2023 

Consultation with Green team student committee: 10
th

 November, 2023 
Consultation with Student Council: 6

th 
March 2024 

Consultation with Principal: 8
th

 December 2024 
Consultation with staff: 6

th
 March 2024 

Consultation with Parents Council: 27
th

 May, 2024 
Draft Policy presented to Board of Management: 12

th
 June, 2024 

Policy approved by Board of Management: 19
th

 June, 2024 

 
 

Signed ______________ 
Date________________ 

 
Mr. Michael Corcoran - Chairperson, Board of Management. 

 

Signed _______________ 
Date_________________ 
Mr. Kevin Cusack - Principal, St. Mary’s Secondary School. 


