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Homework

Each year St. Mary’s Secondary School reviews and evaluates some aspect of school life. Currently
our focus is on homework, how well and how often it is being done, and in particular the value of
the school journal. We gathered evidence on the above, along with feedback about what we are
doing well, from Students, Parents, Teachers, Year Heads and Management.

Further to this, along with other measures, we have placed an increased emphasis on the recording
of homework in the school journal.

We would like to bring your attention to some important points regarding the school journal, as
identified from the feedback received.

The purpose of the journal is mainly to record homework, but it is also a tool for communication
between home and school, where parents, teachers and tutors may communicate from time to
time. The St. Mary’s school journal also gives other information such as helpful hints about study
skills, a timeframe for doing homework, and a section which the student fills in if he/she needs to
leave class.

It is important to note that the school journal is not a private journal or diary. Parents/guardians are
encouraged to look through it regularly, and sign it weekly.

Our students are encouraged to detail all forms of homework in their journal, be they written, oral,
learning work, project work etc. The students are also aware that when homework is assigned on
Google classroom, this too should be noted in the journal.

Students are required to have their homework journal with them in each class, each day.

We constantly emphasise the link between achievement in school and good homework practices.
Strategies to support your child’s educational achievement include showing an interest in what your
child is doing in school, and in their homework, attending parent teacher meetings, talking with the
year head about any concerns that you feel are impacting your child’s progress, and especially
praising your son/daughter’s efforts. Your encouragement will motivate your child to continue
trying. Our homework policy will be available on our school website shortly.

Wishing everybody a successful final term 2024.
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