
St. Mary's Secondary School
Convent of Mercy, Newport, Co. Tipperary, V94 RYLB

Telephone 06I-37 8344 Email : ad min@stmarvsnewoort. ie
www.stmarvsnewport,com

Registered Charity Number: 20148379

cets c
@

Calholic Educetlon

Annua Review of the Bi Cinealta Policy

The Board of Management (the Board) must undertake an annual (calendar) review of the school's Bi
Cinedlta policy and its implementation in consultation with the school community. As part of the
review, this document must be completed.

Bi CineSlta Policy Review

1,. When did the Board formally adopt its Bi Cinedlta policy to prevent and address bullying
behaviour in accordance with the Bi Cinedlta Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary Schools?
lnsert date when the Bi Cinedlta policy was last adopted by the school.

7 /Mav/2025

2. Where in the school is the student friendly Bi Cinedlta policy displayed?

The student-friendly BiCinedlta policy is displayed at key locations throughout the
school including entrances, the gym and atthe back of all student journals.

3. What date did the Board publish the Bi Cine6lta policy and the student friendly policy on
the school website?

07 /l4av/2025

4. How has the student friendly policy been communicated to students?

The student-friendly policy was communicated to students at the start of the
academic year through year group assemblies. lt was reinforced through the FUSE
programme in Terms 2and3 and re-enforced through anti-bullying lessons in SPHE
classes. This policy was included in all schooljournals. ln addition, TY students
delivered awareness sessions to junior cycle students in March, highlighting the
importance of the policy and where it can be accessed.

5. How has the Bi Cinedlta policy and student friendly policy been communicated to
pa rents?

Parents were involved in the initial consultation process when the BiCinedlta Policy
was crealed. The Bi Cine6lta policy and student-friendly version are available on the
school website. The policy was also circulated to parents as part of the consultation
process ahead of the Annual Review.
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6. Have all school staff been made aware of the, school's Bi Cinedlta
policy and the Bi Cinealta Procedures to Prevent and Address Bullying

Behaviour for Primary and Post- Primary Schools?

7. Does the Bi Cinedlta policy document the strategies that the school uses

to prevent bullying behaviour?

B. Has the Board received and minuted the Bullying Behaviour
Update presented by the principal at every ordinary board meeting
over the last calendar year?

9. Has the Board discussed how the school is addressing all reports
of bullying behaviour?

10. ls the Board satisfied that all incidents of bullying behaviour are

addressed in accordance with the school's BiCine6lta Policy?

l-L. Have the prevention strategies in the BiCinedlta policy been
implemented?

12.Has the Board discussed the effectiveness of the strategies used

to prevent bullying behaviour?
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13. How have (a) parents, (b) students and (c) school staff been consulted with as

part of the review of the Bi Cinedlta Policy?

a) Parents have been consulted through communication via email, providing an

opportunity to give feedback.
(b) Students have been consulted through the Student Council and an organised
focus group.
(c) School have been consulted through communication via email, allowing for
feedback as part of the review process.
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17. Does the school refer parents to the complaint's procedures if they
have a complaint about how the school has addressed bullying
behaviour?

1-8. Has a parent informed the school that a student has left the
school due to reported bullying behaviour?

19. Has the Ofhce of the Ombudsman for Children initiated or
completed an investigation into how the school has addressed an

incident of bullying behaviour?
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1"4. Outline any aspects of the school's Bf Cine6lta policy and/or its implementation
that have been identified as requiring further improvement as part of this review:

The reporting form has been updated to clearly identify the relevant Year Head to whom

incidents should be reported.
ln addition, it was identified that further communication of the Bi Cine;ilta procedures were

required beyond the school setting. This included providing relevant guidance materials, such

as a reporting flowchart, to the school's bus provider to support consistency of approach. lt
was also identified that the student-friendly Bi Cine6lta policy poster could be displayed in

more areas such as the ASD HUB. This will ensure consistent visibility and awareness of the
policy for allstudents. ln addition, preventative initiatives as listed in the BiCineSlta Policy

such as Bi Cineilta Week, throughout the school year will be continued to promote anti-
bullying across the school.

15. Where areas for improvement have been identified, outline how these will
be addressed and whether an action plan with timeframes has been

developed?

The incident report form has been updated to include clear reference to the relevant Year

Head for ease of use and consistency.

The school has issued the Bi Cinedlta reporting flowchart to the school's bus provider to
support awareness and consistency of approach in line with school procedures and this has

been encouraged to be displayed on all buses.

ln additiorr, the school will continue to build on existing preventative initiatives, such as Bi

Cineilta Week. Additional Student- Friendly Posters will be displayed across the school, and

particularly in the ASD HUB.

These actions will be implemented on an ongoing basis, with progress reviewed as part of the

annual Bi Cineiilta policy review process. All of the above support the continued development
of a consistent, whole-school approach to preventing and addressing bullying behaviour.

16. Does the student friendly policy need to be updated as a result of this review
and if so why?

No. Following consultation with students, it has been determined that the student-friendly
policy does not require updating ai this time.
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