
ST MARY’S SECONDARY SCHOOL

NEWPORT, CO. TIPPERARY

65400H

School Self-Evaluation Report

Evaluation period: May 2013 to May 2014

 

Report issue date: 
September 2014



School Self-Evaluation Report

1. Introduction

1.1 The focus of the evaluation

A school self-evaluation of teaching and learning in St. Mary’s Secondary School Newport was 
undertaken during the period May 2013 to May 2014. During the evaluation, teaching and learning 
in the following areas were evaluated:

• Literacy 
• Teaching Practice
• Learning Experience
• Learner Outcomes

This is a report on the findings of the evaluation.

1.2 School context 

St. Mary’s Secondary School Newport is a school which operates as a Catholic, Co-Educational 
secondary school.   We offer a varied and wide ranging curriculum geared towards preparing our 
students for working life in the 21st century.      
The Secondary school, which opened with a small enrolment, has continued to expand until it now 
has a student population of 525 pupils.   We have 13 feeder schools in our catchment area.   19 of 
our students avail of learning support and resource hours.
A Teaching and Learning committee was formed at the start of the school self-evaluation process to 
look at ways of improving literacy standards across the school, and implement agreed actions in 
each subject department area.   Members were from a wide variety of subject areas.

2. The findings

• Learner Outcomes.
The annual analysis of the Leaving Cert. results over the last 4 years has been compiled in order to 
ascertain attainment levels of our students in state examinations.   The analysis incorporates a 
comparison against National norms as well as tracking year on year achievement levels.   The 
analysis is an indicator of existing standards across subject areas.   The findings are shared with staff 
at the beginning of the school year and indicate very favourable comparisons with national trends 
over recent years.   Students in St. Marys achieved an average of 339 points in their Leaving Cert. in 
2013.  This figure is the same for 2012 but an increase from 326 points in 2011.   Comparisons with 
higher level uptake across the nation are also quite favourable for our school with 80% of students in 
St. Mary’s taking higher level English as opposed to 65% nationally.   21% of students took honours 
Maths at Leaving Cert level and this is equal to the National average.

• Learning Experience

The Teaching and Learning committee designed a student questionnaire on attitudes to literacy.  
Students completed this survey at the start of the school year to ascertain how often they read at 
home, what types of books they like to read and also, whether they were a member of a library.   The 
results of this survey were shared with teachers.   Staff also completed the evaluation checklist for 
literacy on page 72 of the self-evaluation guidelines booklet.  It was found at the beginning of the 
school year that only 25% of our students were members of a library and that 18% of them never 
read at all, with 16% saying they read every day.   A follow on survey to this was conducted in 
March to ascertain whether the measures implemented to improve literacy were working.   The 
results indicated a considerable improvement with 50% of students now having joined a library, only 
8% of students saying they never read and 30% of students saying they now read every day.



• Teachers’ Practice
In a staff meeting in January 2014, teachers completed a self-reflection exercise on teaching and 
learning in our school, looking at strengths and areas for improvement.   The results of this were 
shared with teachers.   Students also completed a questionnaire on preferred learning styles and 
activities that help them to learn best.   The results of this were shared with teachers to inform future 
planning as part of this self-evaluation process.   It was found that the preferred learning methods of 
our students were practical work, group work and written notes.   The Teaching and Learning 
committee also devised a number of strategies which have been incorporated into departmental plans  
across the subject areas to raise literacy levels.   These strategies included, key word displays in all  
classrooms, 40 minutes of reading for pleasure per week and spelling bee competition to improve 
spelling.

3. Progress made on previously-identified targets improvement targets

N/A for year one as SIP not in place yet.

4. Summary of school self-evaluation findings

4.1 Our school has strengths in the following areas:
On completion of the various reflection sheets, data analysis, students surveys on literacy and 
sample staff surveys from the school self-evaluation guidelines booklet a consensus was reached 
in a staff meeting that our school has strengths in the following areas;

• There is a constructive and positive learning environment across the school.   Students 
interact and participate well.   Print rich environments with invigorating classroom displays 
are in evidence in classrooms throughout the school.

• Planning and preparation for lessons is good with further improvements in use of ICT like the 
‘z’ drive facility planned to facilitate further pooling of resources as well as enabling cross 
curricular links.

• Attainment as well as higher level uptake compares very favourably with national norms.
• Student enjoyment of learning and engagement in lesson as borne out by recent school 

inspections.
• A.F.L.   The sharing of learning outcomes with students is an area of strength.

4.2 The following areas are prioritised for improvement: 
On completion of the various reflection sheets, data analysis, students surveys on literacy and 
sample staff surveys from the school self-evaluation guidelines booklet a consensus was reached 
in a staff meeting that our school should prioritise the following areas to improve in;
• ICT.   Improving staff competencies in this area is something which we as a school feel we 

can improve in through training and on-going CPD.     
• Variety of teaching approaches and differentiating lesson material.   Training on these topics 

to be organised over term of this self-evaluation report.   A facility such as the ‘z’ drive to 
enable more effective sharing of teaching resources to be created and follow up training as 
necessary.

• A.F.L. to be incorporated more into lessons.
• Rewards policy to be developed.
• Student mentoring initiative.

4.3 The following legislative and regulatory requirements need to be addressed.

• A data protection policy shall need to be drawn up and implemented.
• A new Anti-Bullying policy in line with new departmental guidelines needs to be 

drawn up and implemented.
• Updated Health and safety statement needs to be drawn up and implemented.



Appendix to School Self-Evaluation Report:
Legislative and regulatory checklist

Issue Relevant legislation, rule or circular Is the school fully 
meeting the 
requirements of 
the relevant 
legislation, rule or 
circular?

If no, indicate 
aspects to be 
developed

Valid enrolment of 
students

M51/93  Yes  No

Time in school
- Length of school year 

(minimum of 167 
days for all year 
groups)

- Length of school 
week (minimum of 28 
hours for all year 
groups)

Circular M29/95
 Yes  No

 Yes  No

Standardisation of school 
year 

Circular 034/2011  Yes  No

Arrangements for 
parent/teacher and staff 
meetings

Circular M58/04  Yes  No

Implementation of 
national literacy strategy

Circular 25/12  Yes  No

Implementation of Croke 
Park agreement 
regarding additional time 
requirement

Circular 025/2011  Yes  No

Development of school 
plan

Section 21 Education Act 1998  Yes  No

Guidance provision 
in secondary schools

Circular PPT12/05, Education Act 1998 (section 
9(c))

 Yes  No

Whole-school guidance 
plan

Section 21 Education Act 1998  Yes  No

Delivery of CSPE to 
all junior cycle classes

Circular M12/01 Circular M13/05  Yes  No

Exemption from the study 
of Irish
 

Circular M10/94  Yes  No

Implementation of revised 
in-school management 
structures 

Circular M29/02, Circular 21/98, Circular 30/97, 
Circular 29/97

 Yes  No

Limited alleviation on 
filling posts of 
responsibility for school 
year 2011/12

Circular 53/11  Yes  No



Issue Relevant legislation, rule or circular Is the school fully 
meeting the 
requirements of 
the relevant 
legislation, rule or 
circular?

If no, indicate 
aspects to be 
developed

Parents as partners in 
education

Circular M27/91

Implementation of child 
protection procedures

Circular 65/11

Please provide the following information in relation to child 
protection

 Yes  No

▪ Number of cases where a report 
involving a child in the school was 
submitted by the DLP to the HSE

▪ Number of cases where a report 
involving a child in the school was 
submitted by the DLP to the HSE and 
the school board of management 
informed

▪ Number of cases where the DLP 
sought advice from the HSE and as a 
result of this advice, no report was made

▪ Number of cases where the DLP 
sought advice from the HSE and as a 
result of this advice, no report was made 
and the school board of management 
informed

Implementation of 
complaints procedure as 
appropriate

Section 28 Education Act 1998

Please provide the following information in relation to 
complaints made by parents during this school year 

 Yes  No

▪ Number of formal parental complaints 
received 

▪ Number of formal complaints 
processed

▪ Number of formal complaints not fully 
processed by the end of this school year

Refusal to enrol Section 29 Education Act 1998

Please provide the following information in relation to 
appeals taken in accordance with Section 29 against the 
school during this school year

N/A

Number of section 29 cases taken 
against the school

Number of cases processed at informal 
stage

Number of cases heard

Number of appeals upheld

Number of appeals dismissed 



Issue Relevant legislation, rule or circular Is the school fully 
meeting the 
requirements of 
the relevant 
legislation, rule or 
circular?

If no, indicate 
aspects to be 
developed

Suspension of students Section 29 Education Act 1998

Please provide the following information in relation to 
appeals taken in accordance with Section 29 against the 
school during this school year

Number of section 29 cases 
taken against the school

Number of cases processed at 
informal stage

Number of cases heard

Number of appeals upheld

Number of appeals dismissed 

Expulsion of students Section 29 Education Act 1998

Please provide the following 
information in relation to 
appeals taken in accordance 
with Section 29 against the 
school during this school year
Number of section 29 cases 
taken against the school

Number of cases processed at 
informal stage

Number of cases heard

Number of appeals upheld

Number of appeals dismissed 



Appendix to School Self-Evaluation report: policy checklist
Policy Source Has the policy 

been approved by 
the Board of 
Management?

If no, indicate 
aspects to be 
developed

Enrolment policy Section 15(2)(d) of Education 
Act 
Equal Status Acts 2000-2011

 Yes  No

Code of behaviour, including 
anti-bullying policy1

Circular M33/91
NEWB guidelines
Section 23, Education Welfare 
Act 2000
Guidelines on Countering 
Bullying Behaviour, 1993, 
Circular M33/91
Equal Status Acts 2000-2011

 Yes  No  

Attendance and participation 
strategy2

Circular M51/93
Section 22, Education Welfare 
Act 2000

 Yes  No

Health and Safety Statement  Health and Safety Act 2005 
Section 20

 Yes  No

Data protection Data Protection Act 1988
Data Protection (Amendment 
Act) 2003

 Yes  No

Special education needs 
policy3

Education Act (1998)
Equal Status Acts (2000 to 
2011), 
Education (Welfare) Act 
(2000),
Education for Persons with 
Special Education Needs Act 
(EPSEN)4 (2004)
Disability Act (2005))

 Yes  No

Social, personal and health 
education(SPHE)/Relationships 
and sexuality education (RSE) 
policy

Circulars 37/2010, 23/2010, 
M27/08, M11/03, M22/00, 
M20/96, M4/95

 Yes  No

Substance use policy Department of Education and 
Skills Directive; guidelines 
issued to schools in 2002

 Yes  No

Internet acceptable use policy Department of Education and 
Skills Directive

 Yes  No

Child Protection Policy Circular 0065/2011  Yes  No

1 Under the provisions of the Education (Welfare) Act (2000) (section 23) the school’s code of behaviour should 
conform to the specifications stated.
2 Under the provisions of the Education (Welfare) Act (2000) (section 22) the school’s attendance strategy should 
conform with the provisions stipulated.
3 Section 9 of the Education Act (1998) requires a school to “use its available resources” to identify and provide for 
the educational needs of those “with a disability or other special educational needs.”
4 The EPSEN Act requires that schools be inclusive of and provide an appropriate education for students with 
special educational needs.
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