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Achieving excellence 
together



We are a growing, dynamic, inclusive co-educational 
Catholic secondary school. We strive to provide a disciplined, 
caring and respectful environment where quality teaching 
and learning are experienced by all students. 

In our school we firmly believe that your child will be 
highly valued and supported to achieve to the highest 
possible standards both academically and personally. 
Furthermore, with your support we will strive to realise 
your son’s or daughter’s potential.

At St. Marys, students are motivated to seek 
opportunities by which they can contribute to their 
communities, develop confidence and their talents in, 
for example, Music, Sport, Arts and Leadership. Thereby 
better equipping them to meet the challenges of the 21st 
century. As an organisation, we are committed to being 

Welcome from the Principal
Thank you for taking the time to read our prospectus.

flexible and progressive in meeting the educational 
challenges that may lay ahead. 

St. Marys opened in 1949 and due to the commitment 
of the Sisters of Mercy it has continued to expand to 
over 500 students enabling us to provide first class 
facilities and subject choices.

This prospectus will provide an introduction to our 
school: for more information please come along to our 
open night. If, however, you wish to see the school on 
a working day, you are very welcome.

Yours sincerely,

Kevin Cusack
Principal

Mission Statement:
St. Mary’s Secondary School, Newport operates as a catholic co-educational secondary 
school, to provide teaching and learning of the highest quality for the benefit of the 
community which it serves. 

In pursuing this Mission we aim:

• To provide a quality educational experience that caters for the full range of academic aptitudes and abilities.
• To foster intelligence, physical, social, cultural and religious development of our students.
• To enable students to achieve their full potential academically.
• To promote Catholic ethos and faith.

Kevin Cusack
Principal



School Facilities
St. Mary’s Campus is based on 6 acres which includes a full size gymnasium, 
tennis courts, basketball courts, a playing pitch and access to local Astroturf. 
St. Mary’s Secondary school has numerous general purpose classrooms, which are bright and spacious and help 
to promote a positive learning environment.

Each of these classrooms is equipped with computers and projectors, which help to enhance the learning 
experience of our students. There are many specialised rooms throughout the school also, including;

Supervised Study
St. Mary’s Secondary School offers its students the 
opportunity of staying back after school to study. Study 
is supervised by members of staff and continues from 
4.05 p.m. to 6.05p.m. Monday to Thursday.
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Specialist Rooms

Three science laboratories Computer room

Woodwork Room Library

Home Economics Room Graphic Room

Technology Room Two assembly halls

Multi Media Laboratories Oratory

Con      ruction Studies room Gym

Board room Guidance Suite

Design and Communication / Graphics Room Technical Graphics Room

Computer Aided Design Room Music room



Academic Excellence

Transition Year
St. Mary’s offers the option of Transition year to students who have 
completed the Junior Certificate. 

The transition year programme aims to promote your personal, social, educational and vocational development 
and to prepare you for your role as an autonomous, participative and responsible member of society. There is a 
wide range of activities and subjects on offer for transition year.

Junior Cycle
St. Mary’s offers a three year Junior Cycle to prepare students for the Junior 
Certificate at the end of their third year. 

The optional subjects are chosen from the following list;

English Geography Computer Studies

Gaeilge Religion CSPE

Mathematics Science SPHE

History Physical Education French or German

Art Music Wood Technology

Home Economics Business Studies Technology

Technical Graphics

• Education for maturity with an emphasis on social 
awareness and increased social competence.

• Education through experience of adult and working 
life as a basis for personal development and 
maturity.

Students then go on to complete state examinations in eleven subjects. The junior cycle course on offer 
is comprised of compulsory and optional subjects.

• Promotion of general, technical and academic skills 
with an emphasis on inter-disciplinary and self-
directed learning.

“Classes were 
very well 

managed, 
with positive 
interactions 

between students 
and teachers 

and seating 
arrangements that 

promoted a good 
gender mix of 

students.”
WSE REPORT

“...Let us take one 
day only in hand at 
a time. Resolve to 

do good today and 
better tomorrow.” 

Catherine Mc Auley - Founder 
of the Mercy Sisters

The table above is for illustrative purposes only.

The overall aims of the transition year programme are:

The compulsory subjects offered are;



Senior Cycle
The Leaving Certificate Programme aims to equip students with the necessary 
skills and knowledge that will enable them to fulfil University and Third Level 
College requirements, as well as enhance their future employment prospects. 

Academic Excellence
Points distribution 2016

Student Profile
Conor Nolan

French Geography Home Economics

German Physics Building Construction

Accounting Chemistry DCG

Business Biology Art 

History Agricultural Science Music 

Currently, students study eight subjects in the Leaving 
Cert Curriculum. Students then go on to complete state 
examinations in seven of these subjects. Each Leaving 
Certificate student will study English, Gaeilge and 

Mathematics, as well as four other subjects of their 
choosing. Students may choose from the following list 
of subjects;

• 12.2% of our students achieved 500 POINTS OR HIGHER.

• 32.7% achieved 400 POINTS OR HIGHER.

• 61.5% achieved 300 POINTS OR HIGHER.

- Our students achieved an AVERAGE OF 361 POINTS in 2016. 
This figure was 345 POINTS NATIONALLY in 2015.

48.1%
200 - 400 Points

32.7%
400 - 600 Points

19.2%
< 200 Points
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“The school 
campus offers 

very good 
supports for 

teaching and 
learning and 
is very well 

maintained.”
WSE REPORT

Subjects listed above do not represent bands offered.

• Conor excelled in his Junior Certificate achieving  
ten A’s and a B.

• He was a high achiever in German, Maths and Science.

• He was chosen by the State Examinations Commission 
for representation in;

 - PAD – a scholarship exchange program to German.

 - IrEUSO - Irish European Science Union Olympiad

LCVP- Students may also qualify for the Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme.

The LCVP can be described as a Leaving Certificate with a strong vocational dimension. It gives students the 
opportunity to engage in self directed learning as well as exposure to innovation and enterprise.

< 200

200 - 400
points

400 - 600
points



Guidance Counselling Service
St. Mary’s has a full time Career Guidance Counsellor who is available to the entire 
student body should issues of a personal or educational nature arise.

“Looking after the 
best interests of 

our students.”

Pastoral Care
A pastoral care team consists of the Principal, Deputy-Principal, Year Heads, Learning Support Coordinator and 
Guidance Counsellor.

There are many services provided for students in this 
department including career guidance, educational 
guidance, as well as social and personal guidance. 
Through the career guidance provision students 
meet with the Guidance Counsellor for vocational 
guidance interviewing and advice on CAO/UCAS {UK 
System} applications as well as grant and scholarship 
information. Students are also given the opportunity 
to avail of Study Skills Seminars, College Open Days 
and Career Exhibitions. Aptitude testing and career 

interest inventories are administered, particularly in 
senior cycle, in order to assist students with their 
3rd level course options. Educational development 
programmes like work placement and job shadowing 
are also organised for students. Personal one to one 
counselling is also offered to students whose personal 
issues are impacting on their school life. The Guidance 
Counsellor is part of the student support team which 
includes the year heads, class tutors and school 
management. 

Student Support Structures

Learning Support
St. Mary’s has a full time learning support teacher. 
We are all aware that many children within the 
school system may not succeed in reaching their full 
potential for a variety of reasons.

The learning support programme is designed to support 
students who may be struggling to achieve their goals. 
We believe a good school is one which not only strives for 
high academic achievement but also cares particularly 
about each of its students achieving his/her individual 
potential. We encourage active rather than passive 
involvement in learning situations and we pride ourselves 
in supporting the all-round development of the child.

STUDENTS

Principal

Year Head
Deputy 

Principal

Class Tutor

Learning 
Support

Code of 
Behaviour

Guidance 
Counsellor

Curriculum

Care Teams

“We must strive to 
do ordinary things 

extraordinarily 
well.” 

Catherine Mc Auley - Founder 
of the Mercy Sisters

Student 
CouncilChaplain



Extra- Curricular Activities
While the pursuit of academic excellence is nurtured at St. Mary’s, we also pride 
ourselves in our commitment to providing students with an all-round education. 

St. Mary’s promotes a wide range of extra-curricular activities. These cultural, social and recreational pursuits 
aim to develop our students’ interests and skills so that their experiences in school will take them further in life. 
St. Mary’s offers its students opportunities to take part in a varied and interesting range of activities, including;

“A balanced 
education while 
enjoying school 

life.”

Hurling Drama Workshops Fundraising

Camogie Poetry Competitions Scifest

Gaelic Football Attending Live Drama/Shows BT Young Scientist Competition

Athletics Library Science Magic Shows

Soccer Gaisce Visiting Art Galleries and art competitions

Table Quizzes Retreats Texaco Art Competitions

School Choir Field Trips Student Council

Music Workshops School Tour- Skiing Cycle against suicide

Talent Shows Public Speaking School Musical

Build a bank

“Students indicate very high levels of satisfaction with how the students of 
the school get on with each other and with progress in their school work.”

WSE REPORT
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Why choose our school?

• Academic Excellence

• Fostering holistic development

• Outstanding facilities

• Wide curriculum

• Broad range of extra-curricular activities

• Dedicated pastoral care teams

• Positive approaches to behaviour

We work every day to care for, encourage and motivate our students to achieve their full academic and 
personal potential. We are committed, as a staff, to the development of each and every student in a 
happy and caring environment. We look forward to welcoming you to our school.

• Catholic education in an inclusive environment

• Progressive in IT

• Professional, highly qualified staff

• Dedicated special educational needs team

• Socially conscious, value based education

• Sense of community

• Multicultural

Thinking ahead
Schools.ie

St. Mary’s Secondary School
Convent of Mercy
Newport -Tipperary

T: 061378344

E: admin@smnewport.ie

Facebook: St. Marys Secondary School, Newport


